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achievements for a sustainable socie-
ty within these seven areas. The ple-
nary lecturers are leaders in each of 
these fields, as are the conveners, 
whose reputations have attracted a 
group of outstanding guest speakers. 
These persons amount to a virtual 
who's who of names outstanding in 
Europe and globally.  

Nachrichten: We understand that 
each main topic will then be discussed 
in various sub-symposia.  

Diederich: That's right. Each of 
the seven main themes will be dis-
cussed at three or four symposia, 
each featuring some six guest speak-
ers from Europe and elsewhere, plus 

� Nachrichten aus der Chemie: All 
good things come in threes. From 
August 29 to September 2 the 3rd 
Euchems conference will take place 
in Nuremberg. What differences can 
we expect from the conferences in 
Budapest and Turin? 

Francois Diederich: First, both 
those two meetings were highly 
successful scientifically. So we have 
kept some of the structures that 
were working so well in Budapest 
and Turin as our trademark, as it 
were – just as the ACS meetings do. 
They keep the same format for 
years. The positive resonance of Bu-
dapest 2006 and Turin 2008 cer-
tainly made recruiting top conven-
ers and guest lecturers easier this 
time around. We have also preserv-
ed the vertical thematic structuring 
that made the two previous meet-
ings so successful.  

Nachrichten: What does this verti-
cal structuring look like? 

Andreas Hirsch: Seven main top-
ics lend a basic structure to the 
event. They are each introduced by 
eminent plenary speakers. But at the 
Nuremberg congress, the panel of 
plenary speakers is different from 
that of Turin: though thoroughly in-
ternational, Europe is the showcase 
of the plenary lecturers here. 

Nachrichten: What were the crite-
ria for choosing these seven main 
themes?  

Hirsch: The main themes were 
selected for their significance in 
terms of future impact. Chemistry 
generates much of its progress and 

The 3rd Euchems Conference is an ideal platform for spotlighting chemistry as the key source of 
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„The criterion was excellence“ 

�Euchems conference� 

shorter talks and poster presenta-
tions. The symposia are organised by 
leading conveners who have attract-
ed high-level guest speakers from all 
over Europe. The only criterion for 
the selection of lecturers was excel-
lence. The symposia are an ideal for-
mat for presenting and debating the 
basic scientific developments need-
ed to cope with the mega-themes of 
the future.  

Hirsch: In addition to the core 
programme, a number of special 
symposia will be organised by Eu-
chems divisions on Life Sciences, 
Inorganic Chemistry, Chemical Edu-
cation, Organic Chemistry, the 

„We are very excited about both the setting of the congress and its scientific programme.“  

Francois Diederich (left) and Andreas Hirsch are looking forward to the 3rd Euchems conference which will take 

place in Nuremberg from August 29 to September 2. (Fotos: Barbara Jessel) 
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working Party on Physical Chemis-
try, and two satellite meetings at the 
University of Erlangen-Nuremberg.  

Nachrichten: So this is what makes 
up the conference's vertical structure. 

Diederich: Yes – 132 hours of lec-
tures and more than 1000 posters. 
Then, in addition to this vertical 
structure, the conference's horizon-
tal structure is sure to appeal to spe-
cialists from industry and academia.  

Nachrichten: Horizontal struc-
ture?  

Diederich: Yes. Each field – or-
ganic, inorganic, analytical and 
physical chemistry, as well as chemi-
cal biology and materials sciences – 
will also be presented and debated 
over the entire four days. So each 
specialist will find something in 
their specific field during the entire 
conference. Thus the meeting will 
provide perspectives that are readily 
translatable to the general public – 

and learn about the opportunities 
their companies have to offer. They 
can also see at first hand how pros-
perous chemistry is in Europe, and 
that belonging to this creative sci-
entific force is very much worth-
while. Career days and a job fair 
will be organized for young chem-
ists looking for jobs in industry by 
the GDCh and the European Young 
Chemists Network.  

Nachrichten: Will travel grants be 
available for young scientists? 

Hirsch: The Karl Ziegler Foun-
dation offers stipends for German 
participants to the amount of 
EUR 400. In an effort to strengthen 
and advance the European Young 
Chemist Network (EYCN) and at-
tract talented young Eastern Euro-
pean chemists to Nuremberg, the 
Forum of Young Chemists in Ger-
many (JCF) will also award travel 
grants to scientists from Eastern 
Europe. The French and British 
Chemical societies have also an-
nounced stipend programmes. 

Nachrichten: Will Euchems 3 at-
tract chemists from industry, too?  

Hirsch: Undoubtedly! The me-
ga-topics and mega-trends in indus-
try and academia are actually the 
same: energy, food supply, resources 
and environment, new analytical 
methods and tools, new functional 
materials, new synthetic methods, 
catalysis, etc ... 

Diederich: Industrial and aca-
demic research laboratories will 
need to pull together in future to 
cope with these challenges. The 
congress offers a platform for in-
dustrial chemists to broaden their 
scientific knowledge and get to 
know the academic scientists 
pursuing original work that can 
help a company meet its objectives. 
They can get in touch with numer-
ous young scientists, doctoral and 
postdoctoral, on the career days 
and at the job fair – and also in 
more informal settings within or 
around the meeting. Industrial 
chemists will get a broader perspec-
tive on what is going on and what is 
available all over Europe – not just 
in the country where they live and 
work.  

how essential chemistry is to energy 
research, word food supplies, envi-
ronmental sustainability, etc. – as 
well as a high-level specialist pro-
gramme in the various sub-disc-
iplines within each field. Specialists 
and experts will be looking for 
high-quality proceedings in their 
discipline throughout the confer-
ence period. This is what I mean by 
the horizontal structure.  

Nachrichten: Are there any scien-
tific lacunas in the programme? Inten-
tional ones, even? 

Hirsch: No single congress can 
cover everything. We have tried to 
allow for the fact that conferences 
today actively compete with one 
another. The conveners – all mem-
bers of the Scientific Committee – 
report exceptionally positive re-
sponse to their invitations to guest 
speakers.  

Diederich: So we now have rea-
son to expect that this excellent pro-
gramme frame will be attracting 
many more scientists – from indus-
try, academia, and government agen-
cies – and that they will give poster 
presentations and discuss their work 
in person in oral contributions. 
These talks, which are selected from 
the participants' abstracts, should of-
fer a unique platform, especially for 
younger scientists, for reporting on 
findings and the challenges encoun-
tered in research, both in academia 
and industry. After all, it is today's 
young people who will be facing to-
morrow's challenges. 

For young chemists  
and chemists from industry 

� Nachrichten: What benefits does 
the Euchems conference offer young 
scientists? 

Diederich: They obtain a broad-
er view of the main focuses for 
chemistry in the future and what 
tools and methods are being devel-
oped to reach which key objectives. 
They can meet leading European 
and international scientists in lec-
tures and in person and make con-
tacts for scientific exchange and 
postdoctoral opportunities. They 
can also meet industrial scientists 

� Seven main themes 

The 3rd Euchems conference 

has seven main themes which 

will all be introduced by a distin-

guished plenary speaker: 

• Innovative Materials,  

Klaus Müllen (Max Planck 

 Institute for Polymer 

 Research Mainz); 

• Resources and Environment, 

Michael Grätzel (Ecole Poly-

technique de Lausanne); 

• Supramolecular Systems, 

Bert Meijer (Eindhoven 

 University of Technology); 

• Catalysis,  

Hans-Joachim Freund (Fritz 

Haber Institute of the Max 

Planck Society Berlin); 

• Molecular Life Sciences,  

Barbara Imperiali 

 (Massa chusetts Institute of 

Technology); 

• Analysis, Manipulation and 

Simulation, Joshua Jortner 

(Tel Aviv University); 

• Advances in Organic and  

Inorganic chemistry,  

Lechoslaw Latos-Grazynski 

(University of Wroclaw).
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research landscape gives a big boost 
to the creation of a European 
 research sphere. For example, supra-
molecular chemistry is one highlight 
and a strength of European research, 
so this theme is expected to have 
particular weight in the conference 
programme. 

Nachrichten: Do you think the in-
dividual European societies are prop-
erly aware of Euchems as their own 
conference? Do they do enough to pro-
mote it?  

Hirsch: There's a worthwhile video 
on www.euchems-congress2010.org 
– the conference home page – show-
ing strong support for the conference 
from all over Europe. Acceptance by 
the 50 Euchems member societies to 
attend the conference is already a 
substantial plus. The large advertise-
ment by the Italian Chemical Society 
is particularly worth noting. 

Nachrichten: What do you per-
sonally expect from Euchems Nurem-
berg? 

Diederich: We are very excited 
about both the setting of the congress 
and its scientific programme. It 
promises to be a most rewarding and 
enriching few days and to make a 
unique contribution to establishing 
the Euchems Congress as the leading 
bi-annual event of European chemis-
try. See you in Nuremberg! �� 

International impact  

� Nachrichten: What is the impact of 
Euchems compared with other interna-
tional conferences? 

Diederich: The format of the Eu-
chems conferences resembles that of 
the ACS meetings in many respects, 
with division symposia organised by 
eminent conveners, an exhibition, 
career days and awards sessions. Eu-
ropean Chemistry needs a regularly 
scheduled European Meeting. It is 
just like sports. It is nice to have na-
tional conventions but the really ex-
citing events involve all of Europe 
and higher levels of competition – 
just like in the Football Champions 
League.  

Nachrichten: What is specifically 
European about Euchems confe-
rences? 

Hirsch: A top-level scientific 
event in a historical medieval setting 
is possible only in Europe. Both 
speakers and audiences reflect not 
only the great diversity among scien-
tific communities but also the cul-
tures of the various European coun-
tries. Different countries have differ-
ent strengths in chemistry, too. As-
sembling them all in a single show-
case allows an outstanding overview 
of European science. This kind of 
up-to-date picture of the European 

Hirsch: The fact that all scientif-
ic proceedings are held under one 
roof in the excellent conference 
centre ensures many opportunities 
for contact. The exhibition is ex-
pected to be very attractive. A long 
list of companies and vendors, in 
addition to scientific publishers, 
have already announced their parti-
cipation.  

Why Nuremberg? 

� Nachrichten: Why was Nurem-
berg chosen as the site of the third Eu-
chems conference? 

Hirsch: Nuremberg has an excel-
lent modern congress centre and a 
fine infrastructure – all at a reasona-
ble prices. There are the many cul-
tural offerings, too. Medieval Nu-
remberg with the Kaiser's Castle is 
very attractive, very interesting, and 
historically significant.  

Diederich: Nuremberg's position 
at the interface between the early 
EU countries and the new Eastern 
European EU countries is impor-
tant. Chemists from Poland, Cze-
chia, Slovakia, Slovenia and Hunga-
ry can easily come by car, which is 
convenient and economical.  

Nachrichten: The 4th Euchems 
conference will be in Prague. The 
Czech capital is only 250 km away 
from Nuremberg: is Eastern Europe a 
favoured focus? 

Hirsch: We hope for a large par-
ticipation from Eastern Europe and 
have tailored parts of the pro-
gramme specifically for this au-
dience. I am certain that there is 
much untapped chemical talent in 
the Eastern European countries.  

Diederich: We hope many Eas-
tern Europeans will attend and 
show us in their presentations what 
they have done and can do. As an 
example, organic chemists in Eas-
tern European countries focus in 
their research on heterocyclic 
chemistry, which is essential for 
drug development. Theoretical 
chemistry is prominently repre-
sented, too. So these topics are 
highlighted in the programme. We 
hope to make a smooth transition 
to Prague 2012.  

„A top-level scientific event in a historical medieval setting is possible only in Europe.“  

Francois Diederich and  Andreas Hirsch in discussion with Nachrichten aus der Chemie editor Ernst Guggolz.
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